             Salem Missionary Baptist Church

  

    305 East 21st Street, Brooklyn, NY 11226
            Dr. James A. Thornton, Pastor

T. J. BOYD SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FUND

                                      ELIGIBILTY AND SELECTION CRITERIA RULES
High School Seniors, College and Graduate Students who plan to enroll in or return to institutions of higher learning during the 2020-2021 academic year are encouraged to apply based upon criteria listed below.

Eligibility:
1. Applicants must be members of the Salem Missionary Baptist church for at least one year at the time of application. 
2. Proof of acceptance to a bonafide and accredited college/university (original letter of acceptance) must be submitted with application. 
3. If already, in college applicant must submit proof of passing in all grades for the entire year. All applicants must take a minimum of 12 hours per semester. Graduate students must take a minimum of two (2) courses each semester. 

4. A typed essay, three to five pages in length and double spaced (12 pt. font) must be submitted with the application.

5. Application Deadline:  Sunday, July 5, 2020
6. Scholarships will be awarded on Sunday, August 2, 2020 “Scholarship Awards Day.
7. Recipients must be present to receive the scholarship award, unless proof is submitted to the church office that applicant must be attending college on that date.
8. Applicant must submit all required documentation to scholarshipsmbc@gmail.com
Completed application, typed essay, and official high school, college, or graduate school transcript.  Include forms verifying participation in Church ministries, extra -curricular activities in high school, college and/or community organizations.
Note: There will be no exception to eligibility rules #5 #6 #7 and #8. 
THE FOLLOWING POINT SYSTEM WILL BE USED IN THE EVALUATION OF EACH APPLICATION:

1. Scholastic ability: Submit official high school, college, or graduate school transcript for the 2019-2020 academic year with your application.  25%

2. Participation in church activities:  College and Graduate students must submit proof that they have attended Worship service and/or participated in their home church ministries at least four times during the 2019 -2020 academic school year.

 High School Seniors must submit proof of participation in church ministries during the 2019 -2020 school year. All applicants must submit verification form(s) signed by ministry leaders who are familiar with your participation. 25%
3. Involvement in high school, college and/or community organizations: You may submit verification forms detailing your involvement in high school, college and/or community service activities. 25%

4. Typed Essay: Three to five pages in length and double spaced (12 pt. font).  
Essay must demonstrate clarity, coherence, proper grammar, and enough details to develop the concept.  25%

ESSAY TOPICS: 

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS:  CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING TOPICS:
1. Who or what has been your motivation to attend college?  What are your expectations of the college experience, and how prepared are you for the hard work and discipline that being a college student will demand?

   2.  Describe how you have demonstrated leadership ability both in and out of the school environment; discuss the special attributes that define you, and the accomplishments you have made which set you apart.

3. Share with us about an instance when discipline and persistence were the key assets that contributed to your success.  Please include in your discussion how employing initiative and determination were invaluable in achieving your goal(s).

4. “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world” – Nelson Mandela.  Describe a change you would like to make in the world. Tell how you would plan to make the change and what obstacles you might encounter on the way.

(You may also choose the OPTIONAL TOPIC listed below)  

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ 
 COLLEGE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS:  CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING TOPICS: 
1.   You are bearing witness to a historic global health crisis – the outbreak of COVID-19 (Coronavirus) – which has impacted all aspects of life.  Please describe how the ways in which your response to this pandemic has affected your daily life, and the effect that three months of isolating and adherence to the critical advice of our scientific experts have had on your mental, emotional, and spiritual health?

2.   What impact do you believe the nation’s response to the Coronavirus pandemic will have on your generation going forward?  If you were part of the decision-making process, what procedures would you implement to handle future health crises?

3.   As an African American, a New Yorker, and a college student, what are the issues (socio-economic, political) of concern to you, when considering the health and well-being of the persons in your life and community?  

Have our elected public officials (President, Senator, Representative, State Senator, Assemblyman/woman, City Council representative) lived up to the oath of office they have taken?  Please select at least two office-holding positions to support your position.
4     How has your family history and upbringing impacted your view of the world, and, how has your academic exposure influenced the kind of person you are becoming?  

Share with us, some of your most satisfying achievements; include the attributes you believe have best prepared you for the successes you have attained, and how these successes directly fuel your future aspirations.

5.  What do you believe is the greatest threat to our environment today?  Please share your reason(s) why, and your thoughtful suggestion(s) for addressing this threat.

OPTIONAL TOPIC: 

Headline:  Black Males Missing from Campuses
The Stats: College Graduation Rates

All Students----------------------57%

Black Females......................  45%

Black Males.......................... 33%

Source: U.S. Department of Education

As a young black male hoping to receive acceptance and enrollment at a liberal arts university or college, what life experiences will you bring to this diverse community of students, which will speak to the depth of your commitment to completing the required courses, receiving your degree, and attaining your goal - graduation?
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